NEWGATE CALENDAR
then they acquainted one another of their several gains
and prizes, and afterwards fell to drinking, which they did
very plentifully, and the countryman for anger called up the
landlord to make one of the company. He soon understood
what kind of guests he had in his house, and how they had
cheated the poor countryman, and therefore he was resolved
to serve them in the same sort. Accordingly he put forward
the affair of drinking; and some, being hungered, called
for victuals. He told them he would get them what they
pleased, and they being determined to take up their quarters
there for that night, a supper was bespoke for all the com-
pany} such as the master of the house in his discretion should
think fit. He told them they should have it, and accordingly
went down to provide supper. He soon returned and helped
them off with their liquor till supper-time: by this time they
were all perfectly drunk. He then commanded up supper,
and they fell to with a shoulder of mutton and two capons.
After supper, and having consumed more liquor, they went
to bed, and it was time, for it was past midnight. They
all slept better than the countryman, who could hardly
sleep a wink for thinking on his misfortunes, and having
such good fortune in the morning it should prove so
bad before night. But morning being come, he and they
all arose, and the countryman's money being all spent he
knew it was to no purpose for him to stay there ; wherefore
he resolved to go to a goldsmith in the city and sell or
pawn his chain, that he might have some money to carry
him home. Being come to the goldsmith's he produced
the chain, which though at first sight he took to be gold,
yet upon trial he found it otherwise, and that it was but
brass gilt. He told the countryman the same, who at this
heavy news was like to break his heart. The goldsmith, see-
ing the countryman in such a melancholy taking, inquired
of him how he came by it. He soon acquainted him with
the manner, and every circumstance. The goldsmith, as
soon as he understood the cheat, advised him to go to a
justice and get a warrant for him that had thus cheated him;
and the countryman telling him he had no money nor friend,
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